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had lost their faith in him. He had disappointed
every one, and had neglected the interests of his
ward. He had not even obtained the tramway
which had been demanded for the last twelve years,
and was even accused of favouring the Dreyfosards.

It was an excellent ward. The householders
were all Nationalists, and the tradespeople severely
condemned the Waldeck-Millerand Cabinet. There
were some Jews among them, but they were anti-
Semites. The religious communities, which were
both rich and numerous, would do their best, and
the Fathers who had opened the Chapel of Saint-
Antoine were especially to be relied upon. Success
was certain. It was merely necessary that Monsieur
Lacrisse should not expressly and in so many
words announce himself as a Royalist, in order to
spare the feelings of the small shopkeepers, who
feared a change of regime, particularly during the
Exhibition.

Lacrisse objected to this. He was a Royalist
and did not intend to put his colours in his
pocket. Monsieur Bonnaud stuck to his point.
He knew the elector. He knew what sort of
animal he was, and how to manage him. If
Monsieur Lacrisse would come forward as a
Nationalist he, Bonnaud, would win the election
for him. Otherwise the thing was impossible.

Joseph Lacrisse  was   puzzled, and wondered